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Place Names
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and International 

Perspective



Land Services Group

Place names are import in the spatial environment

• Primary means by which we interact with the land:
– General communication
– Emergency services
– Statistical recording
– Legal requirement

• Electoral registration
• Probate
• Banking

• Consistent use of place names provide:
– Continuity in data use
– Effective linking of data sets
– Clarity in communication
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International Perspective
In 1959, the Economic and Social Council, United Nations established an 
expert body to provide recommendations on standardising geographical 
names at the national and international levels – United Nations group of 
Experts of Geographical Names.

Why?
– Emphasize the importance of the standardization of geographical names at the national and 

international levels.
– Demonstrate the benefits to be derived from such standardization.

Collect the results of the work of national and international bodies dealing with the standardization 
of geographical names and to facilitate the dissemination of these results to Member States of the 
United Nations.

– Study and propose principles, policies and methods suitable for resolving problems of national and 
international standardization.

– Facilitating the supply of scientific and technical help, in particular to developing countries, in 
creating mechanisms for the national and international standardization of geographical names.

– To provide a vehicle for liaison and coordination among Member States, and between Member 
States and international organizations, on work associated with the standardization of geographical 
names.

– To implement the tasks assigned as a result of the resolutions adopted at the United Nations 
Conferences on the Standardization of Geographical Names.
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International Perspective

Issues
• Changing Names

– Peking – Beijing
– Bombay – Mumbai
– Ceylon – Sri Lanka

• Different Forms
– Rome    or     Roma
– Australia    or   Australie

• Non-Roman languages
• Features not covered by a specific jurisdiction

– Undersea features
– Antarctica

• Indigenous, Minority and Regional Languages
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International Perspective
Aim
• Promote best practice methodologies
• Encourage communication
• Promote consensus across national boundaries
• Support developing nations with:

– Technical expertise
– Processes
– Legislation

Method
• Meet in Conference every five years
• Meet in Session twice between conferences
• Foster the ‘coal face’ work through regional or language group divisions 

and working groups to tackle specific issues
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National Perspective

Each State or Territory has a place names function.
• Different legislative base
• Differing resource allocation
• Same problems
• Same outcomes required
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National Perspective

The Committee for Geographical Names of Australasia (CGNA) was 
formed in 1984 to coordinate place naming activities across Australia and 
New Zealand.

In 1993, it became a standing committee within the Intergovernmental 
Committee on Surveying and Mapping (ICSM) with the support of 
Geoscience Australia.
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National Perspective

Mission
As the national focus group, to coordinate and communicate the consistent use 
of geographic place names, to meet community requirements

Terms of Reference
• Create a greater community awareness of geographic names.
• Develop and deliver an educational program to promote the significance of 

geographic placenames in the community.
• Develop national guidelines for geographic place names.
• Promote national guidelines for geographic place names to each jurisdiction.
• Promote the use of correct names by Map/Spatial database producers.
• Produce, maintain and develop the Gazetteer of Australia.
• Support national initiatives for the community use and protection of geographical 

names in the .au name space.
• Support the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names 

(UNGEGN) and its initiatives.
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National Perspective

Issues
• Develop and encourage the adoption of a national ASDI compliant Data Model 

for Geographic place names.
• Utilise Internet web sites as a prime mechanism for the (two way) sharing of 

information about geographic place names.
• Increase the level of community awareness of geographic names.
• Dual Naming – Traditional Aboriginal & Other
• Second Level Domain Names (2LD)
• Trade Marking
• Defining a feature's extent
• Encourage users to adopt correct names in map production and spatial 

databases and promote the use of correct names by Map/Spatial database 
producers.
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State Perspective

Place naming is South Australia is undertake pursuant to the:
• Local Government Act – roads, local government reserves, local 

government areas and wards.
• Electoral Act – electoral districts
• Geographical Names Act, 1991 – for all the rest
Included in the portfolio of the Minister for Infrastructure.
Under the management of the Surveyor General
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State Perspective

Surveyor-General provides
• Process by which names and boundaries are established or altered.
• Database of official place names – State Gazetteer
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State Perspective

Directions
• Inclusion of feature extents as part of the State Gazetteer.
• Increase the use of the State gazetteer as the source of official place names 

information.
• Increasing the use of traditional Aboriginal place names in the general State 

Nomenclature – either as stand alone names or in a dual name capacity.
• Continue to monitor the relevance of suburb / locality boundaries to the 

underlying cadastre.
• Complete the creation of localities for the pastoral areas and the Anangu 

Pitjantjatjara and Maralinga Tjarutja lands.
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